
 
 

 
 
 

Loudoun Country Day School  

5th Grade Summer Projects and Suggested Activities 
2019-2020 

 
Required Summer Project #1 
Do you like mysteries?  Fantasy or science fiction?  Stories about animals?  Do you like reading about science, 
space, or inventions?  Or, maybe you have a favorite author… 
  

In 5th grade, you get to choose your own summer reading.  Here are the guidelines: 

★ You must read at least two new-to-you chapter books of 100 pages or more. Scan 
the QR code to the right for a 5th grade reading list!  

★ For your most favorite book from summer reading, choose one of the following 
projects to complete.  You will present your project to the class during the first week 
of school. 

Project ideas – choose one: 

Write a poem (15 lines or more) about a 
character or event in the story, and 
practice reading your poem aloud so that 
you can read it well for the class. 

Write a song (3 verses or more) about a 
character or event in the story, and practice 
singing it so you can perform it for the 
class. 

Use your own artistic skills or an online 
resource, such as 
http://www.toondoo.com/ to create a 
comic strip. Make sure it includes main 
characters, setting, the conflict, two 
events, and a conclusion, and has a 
minimum of 6-8 panels (boxes) with 
appropriate dialogue. 

Write a book review.  Include a short 
summary of the book, what you liked or 
didn’t like about it, and who might like the 
book. 

If you are an actor, write a character 
monologue – a short speech by one of the 
characters about something that happens 
in the book.  The monologue should last 
about 30 seconds.  You will memorize it 
and perform it for the class. 

Create a google slides presentation. Make 
a slide for each: exposition (characters & 
setting), problem, solution, and theme. 
Include pictures on each slide. 

 

Make a book jacket for the book.  Create 
artwork for the cover, including the title 
and author, and put information about the 
book and the author on the back or the 
inside flaps of the jacket. 

Make a cereal box report. Cover the 
outside of an empty cereal box with light 
colored paper. Label each side of the 
cereal box with characters, setting, 
plot-several events, climax and 
resolution.  It should be neat and colorful 
and completely fill each panel. 

Retell a major event from the story from a 
different character’s point of view.  (One 
half page minimum) 
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Required Summer Project #2 
This summer, all 5th graders have the opportunity to participate in the Scholastic Summer 2019 
Read-A-Palooza! All rising 5th graders are invited to join and can simply sign in using their provided login 
information, shared via email and handout.  
 
The Read-A-Palooza is a reading program that helps kids avoid the summer slide — the learning loss that can 
occur over summer break — by reading for enjoyment. Starting immediately, your kids can enter their reading 
minutes all summer long to unlock digital rewards and help donate books to kids in need across the country. 
The minutes you spend reading out loud to them counts, too! Along the way, you and your kids can discover 
some pretty incredible age-appropriate reads from the Scholastic Summer Reading Challenge book lists. 

 
Suggested Summer Activities: 

● Review your multiplication and division math facts and any fourth-grade skills from IXL. Please visit 
www.ixl.com/signin.lcdsva to sign in! 

● Explore somewhere you have never been. 
● Be a junior ranger at one of our amazing national parks! Check out 

https://www.nps.gov/kids/jrrangers.cfm for locations and programs. 
● Join the 2019 summer reading program at the Loudoun County Public Library. 
● Do something that scares you. 
● Visit the National Museum of African American History and Culture because it has some great exhibits 

that tie in with our curriculum for next year. 
● If you travel anywhere, near or far, see if you can find out 5 interesting facts about it. 
● Is there a cause you are passionate or interested in? How could you help it? 
● Use your knowledge of 3D drawing and take your creation to the public library for printing. 
● Go see a concert this summer! There are many free concerts offered. Check out 

www.funinfairfaxva.com, www.wolftrap.com, www.dullesmoms.com, www.oneloudoun.com  
● Make a bubble snake. https://www.thirtyhandmadedays.com/diy_bubble_blower/  
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